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We want our children to 

get into school and be 

doctor 












Mining: Cliudii Lawrence 

‘The wait 
was almost 
unbearable’ 


The father of Claudia 
Lawrence has spoken of his 
family’s anguish as he 
recalltHj how they anxiously 
waited to hear confirmation 
from the police that a body 
found in a river was not the 
missing university chef 

Peter Lawrence said the 
three or four hours the fam ily 
had to wait on Friday 
afternoon before an officer 
told them the body found in 
the River Ouse at York was a 
68-year-old woman “was 
almost unbearable". 

Speaking at a weekly news 
conference m SUngsby North 
Yorkshire. Mr Lawrence said: 


Continued from page t 


Council planning enforcers 

'vsferWo slapped ■ slop Bodce 

on the group 

Yesterday local MP dames 
Gray who has become 
well-used to gips\ sites in his 
constituency after the long run 
mng saga 10 miles away in 
M mety w i H raise the subject of 
the latest site in Parliament. 

He said there was “one rule 
for the travelling community 
and another for the sen led coni 
munity”. 

The Irish gipsies said the> 
were abiding bv the law and 
Government planning guid 
anoe. and they just wanted to 
live sotnew here safe and secure 
to allow them to access doctors 
and health care, and schools for 
their children 

One parent on the site. who 
declined to be named, said 
"We re out of the wav and doing 
no harm to anvono here, so 1 
hope they let us stay 

“This place was a hit of a 
dump before. We took pictures 
of all the stuff dumped here and 
mYe all tidied it up. as you can 
v,--. VoV s ■ hod f. •: - 



group in society over another. I 
currently know of three or four 
people w ho are being forced to 
remove their caravans for 
breach of planning regulations 
elsew here in my constituency 
“Presumably, if those people 
declared themselves to be Ro- 
many Gipsies, they would be 
permitted to remain there, 
w Inch seems to me to show that 
there is one rule for the trav 
eUing community and another 
for the settled community' 

The familie s’ agent. Bill, ad 
ded "There is a shortfall of 120 
pitches in Wiltshire .done and 
die council sites that do exist 


left; the 

EarruTiw' 

caravans on 
the new 
hardstanding. 
below left 


need serious work. If James 
Gray wants to sort this out. he 
should start by addressing that 
"These families are abiding 
by the law and by the latest 
Government guidelines. The 
council sites are not up-to-date 
and there aren’t enough 
pitches. Hopefully there won't 
be a problem. I'm waiting to 
meet with the planners. Thev 
are Irish gipsies and their cul 
hire is different from the Eng 
hsh gipsies, but they an? 
law-abiding people who have 
done everything correctly" 
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almost unbearable until we 
were told that the body found 

in the river w as not Claudia. 

Mr Lawrence *aid the hunt 
for his daughter still goes on. 

He said: “She’s out there 
somewhere and the message 
still goes out somebody must 
know something and we 
would like them to say so.” 

Safety summit 

A pilots organisation has 
called on trade unions to back 
a w ide- ranging safety summit 
in the wake of the recent 
North Sea helicopter tragedy 

The British Airline Pilots' 
.Association said the summit 
should involve independent 
safety experts and helicopter 
pilots. All 16 men on board a 
Super Puma helicopter died 
after it crashed north east of 
Peterhead in Aberdeenshire. 


like this for a long time. There's 
nowhere else for us to go there 
aren't enough council sites and 
what there are needs upgrad- 
ing. People would say we re Ir 
ish gipsies, but I was born and 
lived all my life tn England, 
even though Eve got an Irish 
accent The English gipsies in 
the council sites don't want us 
there and weVe got to lire 
Mune where. We just want our 
children to get into school and 
be able to go to the doctors ' 
The families yesterday in 
auired about securing places at 
trie nearest primary school 


half a mile away in Hullaving- 
ton. 

The Hullavington site is the 
latest m a long line of cases in 
Wiltshire where families buy 
their ow n land and create Ml- > 
before being given planning 
permission. 

Local MP James Gray >aid he 
was “very concerned" at the 
news. 

He said This follows a 
w'ell -established pattern, star 
ted by the illegal sue at Minety 
and is another worry ing ex 
ample of the wav in which plan 
ning law apparently benefits one 


Parents fear their child was victim 


Pvdice who caught a paedophile 
haw svnee 1 1 uiiwl cans From 
parents across the I K can 
rerned their children could be 
among his victims 
David Bye. AS. was jailed tn 
definitely on Friday after plead 
ing guilty to the rape and sexual 
assault of a girl under IS. and 
possessing more tlian 17.000 in 
images nf children - 
of which he had 


beard he groomed multiple vic- 
tims and photographed himself 
raping one of them who has nev- 
er been identified It is believed 
Bre is the first person ever con 
vKied of the rapt* of a child whose 
siemirv remains unknown 
Delect ire Inspector Diane 
Davie* said she had received 
calls from parents across the 
l"K since Bre was yntenmi 
“Were had about 10 calls 
from oaoofsrroHi parents in van 


ous locations in the UK.' she 
said. “These w ill be followed up 
And any other parents w ith con 
cents are welcome to call Dv 
fed- Powys Police ” 

She described B\v. w ho is on 
ginaliy from w-est London, but 
lived in Scotland. Basingstoke 
.and Canterbury Itefare settling 
in mid Wales, as a “chameleon" 
Bye must serve a minimum of 
five years before lie is con- 
sidered for reiease. 
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Six families clean 
up rubbish dump 
and ask to be 
allowed to stay 



A group of self-styled gipsies 

has sparked a new planning 
row just a few miles away 
from the scene of the West’s 
most infamous case. 

Half a dozen Irish gip^y families 
have moved on to an acre of land 
between Corston and Hullavington in 
north Wiltshire and submitted a ret- 
rospective planning application to be 
allowed to live there. 

Over the weekend, the group 
cleared the site - which had been a 
notorious fly tipping area and laid 
hard standing down for six caravans. 


Turn to page 7 












